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DEPARTMENT OF ARICULTURE

Food and Nutrition Service

Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women, Infants and
Children (WIC): Income Eligibility
Guidelines

AGENCY: Food and Nutrition Service,
USDA.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department announces
adjusted income eligibility guidelines to
be used by State agencies in
determining the income eligibility of
persons applying to participate in the
Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women, Infants and
Children (WIC Program). These income
eligibility guidelines are to be used in
conjunction with the WIC Regulations.
EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2000.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Debra Whitford, Branch Chief, Policy
and Program Development Branch,
Supplemental Food Programs Division,
FNS, USDA, 3101 Park Center Drive,
Alexandria, Virginia 22302, (703) 305–
2730.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Executive Order 12866
This notice is exempted from review

by the Office of Management and
Budget under Executive Order 12866.

Regulatory Flexibility Act
This action is not a rule as defined by

the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C.
601–612) and thus is exempt from the
provisions of this Act.

Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
This notice does not contain reporting

or recordkeeping requirements subject
to approval by the Office of
Management and Budget in accordance
with the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995 (44 U.S.C. 3507).

Executive Order 12372
This program is listed in the Catalog

of Federal Domestic Assistance
Programs under No. 10.557 and is
subject to the provisions of Executive
Order 12372, which requires
intergovernmental consultation with
State and local officials (7 CFR Part
3015, Subpart V, 48 FR 29112 June 24,
1983).

Description
Section 17(d)(2)(A) of the Child

Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1786
(d)(2)(A)) requires the Secretary of
Agriculture to establish income criteria
to be used with nutritional risk criteria
in determining a person’s eligibility for
participation in the WIC Program. The
law provides that persons will be
income eligible for the WIC Program
only if they are members of families that
satisfy the income standard prescribed
for reduced price school meals under
section 9(b) of the National School
Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1758(b)). Under
section 9(b), the income limit for
reduced price school meals is 185
percent of the Federal poverty
guidelines, as adjusted.

Section 9(b) also requires that these
guidelines be revised annually to reflect
changes in the Consumer Price Index.
The annual revision for 2000 was
published by the Department of Health
and Human Services (DHHS) in the
Federal Register on February 15, 2000
at 65 FR 7555. The guidelines published
by DHHS are referred to as the poverty
guidelines.

Section 246.7(d)(1) of the WIC
regulations specifies that State agencies
may prescribe income guidelines either
equaling the income guidelines
established under section 9 of the

National School Lunch Act for reduced
price school meals or identical to State
or local guidelines for free or reduced
price health care. However, in
conforming WIC income guidelines to
State or local health care guidelines, the
State cannot establish WIC guidelines
which exceed the guidelines for reduced
price school meals, or which are less
than 100 percent of the Federal poverty
guidelines. Consistent with the method
used to compute income eligibility
guidelines for reduced price meals
under the National School Lunch
Program, the poverty guidelines were
multiplied by 1.85 and the results
rounded upward to the next whole
dollar.

At this time the Department is
publishing the maximum and minimum
WIC income eligibility guidelines by
household size for the period July 1,
2000 through June 30, 2001. Consistent
with section 17(f)(17) of the Child
Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C.
1786(f)(17)), a State agency may
implement the revised WIC income
eligibility guidelines concurrently with
the implementation of income eligibility
guidelines under the Medicaid program
established under title XIX of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396, et seq.).
State agencies may coordinate
implementation with the revised
Medicaid guidelines, but in no case may
implementation take place later than
July 1, 2000. State agencies that do not
coordinate implementation with the
revised Medicaid guidelines must
implement the WIC income eligibility
guidelines on July 1, 2000. The first
table of this notice contains the income
limits by household size for the 48
contiguous States, the District of
Columbia and all Territories, including
Guam. Because the poverty guidelines
for Alaska and Hawaii are higher than
for the 48 contiguous States, separate
tables for Alaska and Hawaii have been
included for the convenience of the
State agencies.
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Authority: 42 U.S.C. 1786.

Dated: March 21, 2000.
Samuel Chambers, Jr.,
Administrator.
[FR Doc. 00–7547 Filed 3–27–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–30–C

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Forest Service

Land and Resource Management Plan
Amendments for Canada Lynx in
Colorado and Southern Wyoming

AGENCY: USDA Forest Service.
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an
environmental impact statement in
conjunction with amendments to land
and resource management plans for the
Routt National Forest; Arapaho and
Roosevelt National Forests; Pike and
San Isabel National Forests; the San
Juan National Forest; Grand Mesa,
Uncompahgre and Gunnison National
Forests; and the Rio Grande National
Forest located in the State of Colorado;
and the Medicine Bow National Forest
located in the State of Wyoming.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to Part 36 Code of
Federal Regulations (CFR) 219.10(g), the
Regional Forester for the Rocky
Mountain Region gives notice of the
agency’s intent to prepare an
environmental impact statement in
conjunction with the amendments of
Land and Resource Management Plans
(hereafter referred to as Forest Plans or
Plans) for the National Forests listed
above. The White River National Forest
is not included in this proposed action
because this unit will include lynx
management direction in its final
revised forest plan scheduled to be
completed in May 2001.

On the basis of new information
regarding lynx biology developed since
the issuance of the plans mentioned
above, the Forest Service has identified
a need to update management direction.
This notice described a proposal to
change Forest Plans to the extent
necessary to respond to
recommendations in the Canada Lynx
Conservation Assessment and Strategy
(LCAS) and other new information
regarding the Canada lynx and its
habitat.

DATES: Comments concerning the scope
of the analysis should be postmarked by
May 11, 2000. The agency expects to file
a draft environmental impact statement
with the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and make it available for
public, agency, and tribal government
comment in the summer of 2000. A final

environmental impact statement is
expected to be filed in early 2001.
ADDRESSES: Send written comments to:
Howard Sargent, Team Leader, Lynx
Plan Amendment Team, USDA Forest
Service, Rocky Mountain Region, PO
Box 25127, Lakewood, Colorado,
80225–0127.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Howard Sargent, Team Leader, (970)
498–1201.
RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL: Lyle Laverty,
Rocky Mountain Regional Forester, P.O.
Box 25127, Lakewood, CO 80225–0127.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Regional Forester gives notice that the
Rocky Mountain Region of the USDA
Forest Service is beginning an
environmental analysis and decision-
making process for this proposed action
so that interested or affected people can
participate in the analysis and
contribute to the final decision. The
Forest Service is seeking information,
comments, and assistance from
individuals, organizations, tribal
governments, and federal, state, and
local agencies who are interested in or
may be affected by the proposed action
(36 CFR 219.6). The public is invited to
help identify issues and define the range
of alternatives to be considered in the
enviromental impact statement. The
range of alternatives to be considered in
the DEIS will be based on issues and
specific decisions to be made. Written
comments identifying issues for analysis
and the range of alternatives are
encouraged.

Proposed Action

The proposed action is to amend
Forest Plans for the units listed
previously in this notice to, as
necessary, establish or revise goals,
standards, and guidelines that respond
to recommendations contained in the
LCAS and other new information
regarding the lynx and its habitat. The
decision to be made is how to amend
the Forest Plans to incorporate direction
that responds to the LCAS
recommendations and other new
information regarding the lynx, if at all.
Attachment 1 displays the key LCAS
recommendations phrased in terms of
goals, standards, and guidelines that
will be considered as part of the
environmental analysis process. Note
that existing Forest Plans may already
contain some direction that is
essentially the same as the LCAS
recommendations. Each plan will be
amended only to the extent necessary to
appropriately respond to the LCAS
recommendations and other new
information.

A range of alternatives that respond to
issues developed during scoping will be
considered when amending the Forest
Plans. A reasonable range of alternatives
will be evaluated and reasons will be
given for eliminating some alternatives
from detailed study, if that occurs. A
‘‘no-action alternative’’ is required,
meaning that Forest Plans would not be
amended.

Purpose and Need
The purpose and need for this

proposal is to establish Forest Plan
management direction designed to
respond to the recommendations in the
LCAS and other new information
concerning the lynx and its habitat. This
proposal is limited to the National
Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region
and Southern Rocky Mountain
Geographic Area that have lynx habitat
(see list above).

The Secretary of Interior listed the
Canada lynx as a threatened species on
March 24, 2000. This decision will take
effect 30 days after publication. A key
finding of the listing decision is that
‘‘the inadequacy of existing regulatory
mechanisms, specifically the lack of
guidance for conservation of lynx in
Federal land management plans’’
(Department of the Interior, Fish and
Wildlife Service, 50 CFR Part 17,
Determination of Threatened Status for
the Contiguous U.S. Distinct Population
Segment of the Canada Lynx and
Related Rule, p. 147) has contributed to
the species’ decline. When a species is
listed, Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered
Species Act requires Federal agencies to
ensure that activities they authorize,
fund, or carry out are not likely to
jeopardize the continued existence of
the species or destroy or adversely
modify its critical habitat.

This action is also needed to assure
that land and resource management
plans are in compliance with species
viability requirements in the planning
regulations that implement the National
Forest Management Act. The Rocky
Mountain Region has identified the lynx
as a sensitive species, it is listed by the
State of Colorado as an endangered
species, and the State of Wyoming lists
the lynx as a ‘‘protected animal’’,
meaning it is protected from take.

A large amount of new information
about the lynx has become available in
the past two years. Key elements of this
new information to be considered
include: (1) The LCAS; (2) a
compendium and interpretation of
current scientific knowledge in
‘‘Ecology and Conservation of Lynx in
the United States, published in October
1999; (3) the Canada Lynx Conservation
Agreement, prepared in February 2000
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